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Emily Reth (ER): Perfect… What did you do today? Like, did you have a nice day? 
Julie Hale (JH): It was a nice day. I went to the Heritage Center in Clark County, where I 
volunteer. So I got started on a new collection, just organizing it. 
ER: Oh cool, how long have you been there? 
JH: Um, I think this is my third year.  
ER: Oh cool. 
JH: It is. 
ER: Well, my name is Emily Reth, and we’re here on Wright State’s campus in the 
Dunbar Library on the fourth floor. And we’re doing interviews today with some of 
the Wright State students. Can you state your name, please? 
JH: Julie Hale. I am a second-year graduate student. 
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ER: Perfect. Julie, what program are you doing? 
JH: Public History. 
ER: Fantastic. So, what brought you to the Public History Program here at Wright State? 
JH: Well, at my undergrad, I got very interested in history, a lot more than going in, and 
so I took this Intro to Public History class my junior year. And so, it just kind of 
opened up this whole new area of history that I just thought was perfect for me, so… 
ER: Fantastic. So, you had mentioned that you’ve been volunteering with the Clark 
County Historical Society. Is that something that you found through the program, or 
were you already thinking that you wanted to volunteer there? 
JH: Well, it was, uh, before my senior year in my undergrad, and I had been to the 
Heritage Center several times. And that’s when I started thinking about going into the 
museum field, and so I applied to work in the archives because that’s where I wanted 
to focus in. And so it’s been really great, and it actually got me even more interested 
in Public History.  
ER: Wow, so it sparked that interest to look into more programs. Did you look at other 
programs besides Wright State? 
JH: Um, I think I looked at Wright State and…[laughs]…or not Wright State. [both 
laugh] Sorry, I looked at Kent State and, I forget, another university, but they were on 
the east side of Ohio, and Wright State was much closer to home. And I thought 
Wright State had this…the program seemed to be more of a fit for me of what I 
wanted to do. 
ER: Gotcha, so when you say that it was “more of a fit” for you, how so? What really 
drew you to that program more so than other programs? 
JH: It sounded more inclusive, I guess, more hands-on. Whereas, other universities were 
more lecture-based, more…I guess, not hands-on.  
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ER: Yeah, definitely. Um, so, have you been able to network with people outside of the 
program? Or, have you been able to explore other avenues? Has the program allowed 
you to focus on what you would like to do after graduation?  
JH: Well, coming into the program, I was focusing more towards archives. And then, 
when I did my internship this past summer at Boonshoft [Museum of Discovery], and 
I got this whole museum experience, and I just loved it. So now I’m focusing on more 
towards museums. And I got to meet a lot of amazing people in this public history 
field. And it was a great experience, and I think I did broaden my network, I guess. 
ER: Gotcha, so when you graduate, are you hoping to land a job in a small museum, a 
large museum? What are you looking to do after graduation? 
JH: Mainly…any museum. Any…uh… [both laugh] any…. 
ER: place I can get a job… [both laugh] 
JH: Yes. I wouldn’t mind a small museum, but there are…it’s struggles, of course. A 
larger museum would be great, a lot more at your disposal, I guess. And, just, not too 
specific about where. 
ER: No, that’s good. That’s good. Um, so what has your favorite class been so far at 
Wright State? 
JH: It would have to be Artifact Preservation. One, Toni Vanden Bos is amazing. 
[laughs] I love her! And just, her class, just being exposed to so many different types 
of materials in the archives. Learning how to best preserve these materials for the 
future was amazing.  
ER: It seems like a really good class. 
JH: Yes. 
ER: It seems really interesting, and from what I’ve heard, it seems very hands-on.  
JH: Mm-hmm. 
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ER: So, has she been your favorite professor, or do you even have a favorite professor 
here at Wright State? 
JH: Oh my gosh, they’re all so awesome. But, I would have to say, Dr. Swanson does 
stick out. He has been a really great advisor, and he’s an amazing teacher. I love 
listening to him in class.  
ER: Gotcha, so we’ve talked a lot about the really great things about Wright State, but 
what is your least favorite thing?  
JH: I’m gonna have to say parking. But, I do have the shuttle…[laughs] take the shuttle 
from Lot 20, so it’s not as big of a deal. But still, when I come here in the afternoons, 
when you’re allowed to park anywhere, it’s still so crowded, so full. But I guess that’s 
a good thing? But, at the same time, it’s hard to find parking--- 
ER: Gotcha. 
JH: ---and you don’t want to be late to class.  
ER: [laughs] That’s for sure. Yeah. So, what is a typical day that you have at Wright 
State? 
JH: Well, I guess, last year, most of… I guess all of my classes were in the evening, so I 
would either be doing homework during the day or at the Heritage Center. And so, 
this semester, I got to go back to a class during the day, so sometimes I’m here 
around 2:00 for that class. Now, I’ve had Saturday classes, so… [laughs] Some days 
it’s homework, some days it’s a class, some days it’s getting up early on a Saturday to 
come to class. 
ER: Do you spend a lot of time on campus? 
JH: Not really. Um, mainly just get here for class and then leave. Well, some days, we do 
have Public History Professionals, our organization, does have meetings. But 
otherwise, not very much here.  
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ER: Gotcha. Could you tell us a little bit more about the Public History Professional 
group? Have you been in it long? 
JH: Yes, I joined my, I guess, last year, my first year. And it was so much fun getting to 
know more of the students in the program. We got to go and see more museums, just 
I guess get more experience with the museum field.  
ER: And I have one more question for you: what did you eat for breakfast this morning? 
JH: Well, since it is October, I had Boo-Berry cereal today. [laughs] 
ER: Oh, how fitting. Thank you so much, Julie, for coming in. 
JH: Yes, thank you. 
